
This was another great week!  Please read the newsletters each 

week.  This is my way to let you know that when you ask your child 

what they did in school, and they say, òNOTHINGó, that it is not true.   

What did we do this week?   

  
Language Arts:  

We began our reading groups.  Each group is working together on a 

simple chapter book to get in the routine of how our classroom oper-

ates.  Reading group time consists of group work, building fluency,  de-

velopment of comprehension skills, oral reading,  listening,  and vocabulary.  While part of the 

class participates in the reading group, the remaining students have small assignments to com-

plete until it is their turn to come to reading group.  A  rule during this time is òASK THREE BEFORE 

YOU ASK ME.ó    This rule does not mean that your child cannot ask me a question, but it does 

mean that they should see if someone else may be able to answer their question BEFORE they 

interrupt the reading group.  After MANY years of teaching, I have learned that most of the 

questions that break the momentum of our group are questions someone else could have an-

sweredé for exampleé òDo we do part one and part two?ó   

Throughout the year, students will be reading a variety of different stories for a variety of different 

reasons.  Currently a group is reading Twister on Tuesday because it talks about many of the 

things we are learning about in our study of pioneers.  Another group is reading a funny story 

about a stinky sneaker competition. (However, we will not be having our own competition at 

school!)  We will read biographies, non -fiction, fiction, mysteries and more.  Students will have 

the opportunity to select books for some reading groups and at other times they will be assigned 

a book to read.  Many opportunities for reading also come in our content areas.  I have a large 

collection of books in our classroom on pioneers that I borrowed from the library.  There are fic-

tion and non -fiction books to read.  

We also learned this week about NOUNS ñcommon nouns vs. proper nouns.  We played a game  

in which students had to give a common noun, listen to their classmates and decide if they 

stated a common noun, and then be careful not to repeat anyone elseõs response.  We re-

peated this activity with proper nouns ð reviewing and reinforcing the concept.  It was an enjoy-

able educational activity with many laughs.  

We began working in our WORDLY WISE vo-

cabulary books.  

Sequential Spelling tests were taken each day 

and the Sequential Spelling workbook came 

home on Wednesdayé. Feel free to email me 

with any questions of comments about this new 

program.   
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After reviewing assessments ñwe worked this week on fact fluency, place value and problem 

solving.  

A timed test was given on Monday for addition, subtraction, and multiplication. Students are 

given 5 seconds per problem to solve.  This is a VERY GENEROUS amount of time.  If you apply 

the skill of counting on (taking the larger number and counting on the smaller of the two num-

bers) most problems (for addition) could be solved in this amount of time using  fingers to count.  

However, I do not want students to do thisé I want them to practice their math facts and build 

fluency so that they see the numbers and know the answer.  This is the only way they can suc-

cessfully complete higher level math problems.  Think about how long it would take to do a 

three -digit by three -digit multiplication problem if you cannot complete the facts in under five 

seconds ð after you do the multiplication, you then have to add the three numbers and add 

them correctly or else all the other work was for nothingé the problem will be wrong.   

This week after the initial timed -testé. The homework assignment was to practice math facts.  

The time invested in this practice at home paid off ð everyone increased in their scores!  Many 

students completed 20 more problems the second day, in the same amount of time ð there can 

be no doubt about the importance of practicing math facts!  

Some students required a review of place value, so we played a game where students needed 

to strategically place a number in the hundreds, tens, or ones column. There were five players 

per team, and the total of the numbers had to come as close as possible, without going over, to 

1,000.  So, if the first person drew a 9 and placed it in the hundreds column, and the second 

player drew a 2, the 2 could NOT go in the hundreds column without putting their team over.  

We played this game on Thursday with a candy prize and again on Friday, this time using inter-

active dice on the Smartboard.  Students loved this game. They practiced place value, addition 

skills, regrouping skills and strategic thinking.  They were excited about math!  
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 Students continued their investigation of early pioneers.  We dug up pieces of sod (since most 

did not understand what sod was and couldnõt understand what a sod house was made from) 

and let a piece dry out in the sun to see if we thought it would make good building material.  It 

was very crumblyé pretty messy! 

We learned about the starting point of the Oregon Trail, which was Independence, Missouri, and  

discussed the decisions the pioneers needed to make.   

Students explored together in their wagon trains and made choices for their journey along the 

Oregon Trail and logged the òfateó in their journals.   

They worked together and showed cooperation  

  

Students learned more about a variety of maps and the reasons for using different types of 

maps.  We discussed GPS and Mapquest and how these tools are different than what pioneers 

would have relied on to make their journeys.   

We discussed why and when you would use a map, an atlas or a globe.  

We will continue to explore political maps, population maps, climate maps, physical and relief 

maps throughout the school year.  

 

Social Studies  



Students worked hard this week in their Sequential Spelling workbooks.   

A word is dictated, students write it in their workbook, then immediately we correct this word together and discuss 

the parts of the word.  We use this time to review spelling skills like  past tense words have an ðed ending although 

they may sound like they end in a òtó.  For example missed.  We review prefixes added to words  like DIS in dismissed, 

and we review suffixes added to words.  

 

We review heteronyms  (words that are spelled the same but have a different sound and different meaning) like 

read   I will read the book.   And read é I read a good book last week.    We discussed homophones, words that 

sound the same but are spelled differently ñ amiss and A Miss and we learned about words that can be correctly 

spelled two ways like busing and bussing.  

These simple lessons that reinforce spelling skills also overlap on language arts lessons.   

I will continue to periodically include the sequential spelling as a homework assignment so that you can see what 

your child is working on in class.  

We finished reading Sarah, Plain and Tall.    Students answered 

some questions about this story and we began a new read aloud 

called Toys Go Out.     

 

This book is about a group of toys and their evening adventures.  

It is a good book for our first major writing assignment on POINT OF 

VIEW.   

 

 

The toys in the story talk and take on human characteristics 

(personification).  They tell about the world around them from a 

stuffed animal,  and plastic ballõs point of view.  Next week, I would 

like each student to bring in a stuffed animal that will sit with them 

for the day.  The following day, they will write about what their stuffed animal òthinksó about our 

class.  They will need to describe our class from their stuffed animalõs point of view. 

 

 

Extra forms were sent home this week ð Extra sessions begin on September 16th  

 

Gym is on Monday, Art is on Tuesday, Spanish is on Wednesday, and Music is on Thursday each 

week.  
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Homework for the week of September 8th:  

 

Tuesday:  Bring home your E -book.  Answer tonightõs Essential question in your notebook.  

Remember, these questions are asking you what you think about this question.  Your an-

swers are not right or wrong, but I want to know what you are thinking.  Be careful not to 

lose your essential question paper that is tucked inside this notebook.  Please remember 

to return your notebook to school on Wednesday.  

 

Wednesday: Choose a stuffed animal from home to bring to school.  It will need to spend 

the nighté so donõt bring one you cannot do without.  Also, practice math facts. Use a 

website, or flashcards, or computer gameé any way that works for you!   

 

Thursday:  Read the assigned Wordly Wise story ñreview the weekly words.   NO TEST ON 

THIS WEEKõs WORDS.   

Using interactive dice for place value 

Strategic planning on placement of the num-
bers 

Wagon train discussions-go to the 
bluff or not? 


