
This week we travelled to the Southeast Region of the United States.  Students 

learned about the differences in this region including climate, economy and agricul-

ture.  We explored a few places in this region including the Everglades and the 

Kennedy Space Center in Cape Canaveral, Florida.  We learned about the swamp 

lands, alligators, peaches, peanuts and more.  We compared the Northeast Region 

and the Southeast Region.   

Other things we learned about this week:  

Singapore math workbooks came home this week.  This math series provides 

learning experiences in math that are concrete and pictorial, followed by the 

abstract stage which allows students to learn math in a meaningful way.  There 

are not hundreds of problems to do for drill and practice, but the series pro-

motes active thinking process, communication of mathematical  ideas and prob-

lem solving.  Throughout the year this series will be supplemented with a vari-

ety of other math activities.  

On Tuesday of this week, students will bring home their òMad Minute folderó.  

Mad Minutes are a spiral review of math skills.  We will work on these through-

out the year.  These are math skill sheets that I use for my own assessment 

purposes.  As I grade these sheets, I can see a grade level strength or weak-

ness.  When students miss the term òrange, mode, or quadrilateralé.ó  I know 

that students need a review of these terms and some additional practice on 

this topic.  These scores do not impact your childõs math grade, but they do 

impact their math instruction.   

Spelling folders came home this week.  These will come home with your child on 

Monday and Thursday.  Students can type these words at home on Monday 

night or write the words on paper for extra practice.  They will need to return 

these folders for use in the classroom throughout the week.  Please help your 

child to be responsible for returning these folders to school.  

Our spelling words this year are words with patterns...students will explore and 

extend the patterns of these words.  They will use these weekly words for 

practice in other skills like alphabetizing and finding synonyms and antonyms.  

We worked on contractions this week.  We discussed what it means to contract

-make smaller. We reviewed how the apostrophe goes in place of the missing 

letters.   We practiced making contractions.  Some students will need addi-

tional practice of contractions this week.  To practice at home, visit the QUIA 

website  http://www.quia.com/jg/412.html  
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Important Items  

Wednesday, Septem-

ber 19th at 7:00 is a 

special program called 

òHow the Brain Worksó 

at MIM building.  Eve-

ryone is welcome, bring 

a friend.  

As we travel across 

the United States, we 

are requesting post-

cardsé students will 

need an address by 

Wednesday of this 

week to write to some-

one and request a 

postcard from this 

state.  Several stu-

dents have already 

sent in addresses.   

Permission slip for li-

brary and request for 

drivers is attached.  

Library trip will be 

September 27th.  

Please return the pa-

per by Friday, Septem-

ber 21st.   

 

http://www.quia.com/jg/412.html


 This week we worked on map skills and used the website with 

Amelia the Pigeon.  Students seemed to enjoy learning about 

mapping and learning a bit more about Amelia the Pigeon while 

exploring the NASA website  http://science.hq.nasa.gov/kids/imagers/amelia/index.html   .There are 

so many amazing websites that are interactive and educational.   

After learning about Amelia and identifying the pictures on the map, students were asked to create a 

map of the classroom.  We discussed satellite images and how images differ depending on the point of 

view. 

We used Google Earth to view the satellite perspective of Springboro, Cape Canaveral and the Ever-

glades.   
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This should be something easy 

 

 

In Social Studies this week, we worked on studying the people and environment of the Southeast 

Region.  We continue to work on the Regions Scrapbook and òlapbooksó.  As we finished touring the 

Northeast Region, we learned about the Erie Canal, and explored the Niagara Falls area.  Students 

took a trip on a boat that hit some whitewater rapids.  We travelled down to the Everglades and 

were greeted by some toothy creatures.  We learned about the cotton plantations, the peaches 

and peanuts growing in the region.  

We discussed the tragedy of September 11th and sang a special song called One Small Flame.  This 

song is about how citizens of New York could see one small flame from the Statue of Liberty 

through all the smoke and dust.  This kept their hope alive.  We talked about how some òbad peo-

pleó wanted to hurt the U.S.A.  I related it to the Grinch and how he waited to hear all the moan-

ing and groaning of the WHOõs down in WHOVILLE when their Christmas was stolen, but instead 

they gathered and sang their songé I tried to relate this to the citizens of the United States 

pulling together for each other instead of falling apart.  The song, One Small Flame can be heard 

on my website under Music for Learning.  

Madelynne brought in some pictures that her mom took when she was in New York.  The pictures 

showed Ground Zero. Thanks for sharing these with the 

class. 

We will continue to explore the Southeast Region this week 

and then head on over to the Midwest!  

 

 

 

ASK YOUR CHILD TO TELL YOU SOMETHING ABOUT 

THE SOUTHEAST REGION  

 

Social Studies  

http://science.hq.nasa.gov/kids/imagers/amelia/index.html


This week we will be adding WORDLY WISE to our 

weekly activities.   

WORDLY WISE is a vocabulary program that intro-

duces words in order to increase a studentõs vocabu-

lary.  A robust vocabulary is essential for successful 

reading comprehension.   

In the intermediate grades we move from decoding 

words to understanding the meaning of these words.    

The WORDLY WISE SERIES will help supplement our 

vocabulary development.  These books will be sent 

home next week for you to see the words your child 

will be learning.  

 

Monday:  Reading Assignment and spelling 

folder  (assignments will vary)  

Tuesday:  Math ñMad Minute folder ð remem-

ber to return this to school tomorrow.  

Wednesday:  Practice math facts.  Use 

flashcards, or websites, or math practice 

booksé assignment is on an individual basisð 

some need multiplication flashcard practice, 

some will need subtraction flashcard prac-

tice.  Work on proficiently knowing your 

facts.  

Thursday:  Practice spelling words for a dic-

tated test. Bring permission slip  for library.  

Library trip Thursday, September 27th.  

Toys Go Out  became the springboard for our writing activity this week.  After 

finishing this book about toys and what they do while their owner is asleep, 

students brought to school a special animal or doll.  These òcreaturesó spent 

the night at The Academy and then told of their adventures.   

The writing needed to have a beginning, a middle and an ending.  It needed 

to be written from the animal/dollõs perspective.   

Writing activities like these are not everyoneõs strength.  It focuses more on the 

creative side.  For some students, this type of task can be very difficult, how-

ever, it is my job to help develop strong writers just as much as it is my job to 

develop strong math and reading skills.  Next week we will be working on letter writing skills.  

Throughout the school year, the intermediate grades will be reading for meaning as well 

as reading for pleasure.  One of my goals for our reading instruction is to help develop a 

love of reading.   A great deal of time is put into selecting books for reading instruction.  I like to introduce books in a 

series that will hopefully motivate students to read more on their own.  I try to match books -to interests, as well as 

promote a variety of different types of reading.  Students have a reading response log at school that they use to re-

spond to their reading group  and to read alouds in class.  

 Some of the books that will be sent home for Monday reading assignments may seem to be simple reads for your 

child, but they are books to read for information or fluency development.  

In order for students to become better readers, they need to hear the words that their eyes will be decoding.  This 

ties directly into our wordly wise work on developing vocabulary, as well as daily read -alouds.  When I read books to 

the class, we discuss new words and relate these to known words.  When students read aloud to me, I ask questions 

about words that I think they may not know the meaning of.  This week a reading group came across the word quarry 

in their book.  I asked students to tell me what they thought it meant, then we talked about the dwarfs in SNOW 

WHITE going off to a quarry and they understood what the word meant.  This vocabulary development is vital to 

reading comprehension.  
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Lauren MacDonald 

2142 Carrington Lane  

Miamisburg, OH 45342  

The Academy   

Minds in Motion  

Phone: 937-384 -7394  

Email: lmacdonald@woh.rr.com 

Visit my website at:  

www.mrsmacdonald.net  

You couldnõt ask for a better job.  Working with a great group of 

students and parents.   

Thanks!   

This week, Tracy Sisco came in and helped copy work that stu-

dents will use.  This is so helpful.  It saves me  from returning 

in the evenings to copy books and assemble them.  I appreciate 

any volunteer hours you can give.  Thanks, too, for the lunchroom 

helpers.  Jan Popson, Karen Durbin and Tracy Sisco have helped 

out at lunch.  This gives me 30 minutes to prepare for the af-

ternoon and check over work.   

I would like to take the class to the library to check out 

books and work on library skills.  If you can help transport 

our class, please let me know. We will go on September 

27th, from 9:15 - 10:15.  A permission slip will be attached 

to this email for permission to transport and request for 

drivers.  If your child has a library card, they will need to 

bring this to school on September 27th.  Otherwise, I will 

send home an application for a library card.  


