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Mrs. M* Do n a |
Intermediate Classroom

100 Days Already

Can you believe that we have already been in school 100 days.
| think this is amazing. That means that our school year is more
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THIS PAST WEEK:

Tim Melvin came to the classroom on two occasions to work
with the c¢class on our OEconomy
ground with Junior Achievement and was very interested in
talking to the class about the ins and outs of a business. He
began the unit with a pizza making activity. Students helped

make a pizza and determined how much it would cost to

make a pizza. They calculated in the variable costs and
fixed costs. Mr. Melvin will come back for one more session
and talk about overhead and profit. This is a great link to our
classroom economy unit.

In our classroom Economy Unit, students are busy creating
products for their
credit that they will be required to repay after the shops
close. They will be creating advertisements this week and
looking for the rental space for their shop. (Best locations will
have higher rental prices) . Meanwhile, the K -2 students are
earning cash to spend in our
earn up to .20 a day by hanging up their coats, or showing
classroom initiative. They are very excited to come shop-
ping.

On the 100th day of school, students wrote about what
school might be like when they turn 100, (I wonder what it

will be like when | turn 100! Maybe all schools will embrace
the idea of multi -age classrooms and encourage learning to
happen in more ways than just memorization of information.)

We worked on 100 piece puzzles and had a competition for
completion of the puzzles. (Thanks Trev for donating these
great 100 piece puzzles on your birthday!!) We met Miss
Emma, a 100 year old woman. She answered many of the
questions and talked about her life over the past 100 years.
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IMPORTANTDates:

¢ No School February
18th, Presidents Day

e Economy Shop Feb-
ruary 28-29

e Report cards come
out March 3,

e Conferences can be
scheduled for March
7 See attached Form

e GALA is March 15th

e |OWA Testing is
March 11 -14, please
try not to schedule
appointments for this
week, especially
mornings.

Change in the Leg-
acy Project sharing
Dayé .

It cannot be April 4th
and will be moved to
later in April. | apologize
for any inconvenience
this may cause. Stu-
dents will make invita-
tions once the date is
rescheduled.

el


http://www.pccrafter.com/shopping/ProductDetails.aspx?id=1708

Math:

This week in math groups we worked on multiplication skills, and did some review of ad-
dition and subtraction with regrouping. A few students did not recall that when there is

a bigger number on the bottom that we need to borrow. Many will do this if the paper
says Oregroupingdé at the top of the page.
they just say that 33 -7=34 because 7 -3is4inthe onesplaceand3 -0 =3 ¢é. we
tinue to work on this concept to see why we regroup the numbers and the situation

when regrouping is needed and when it is not necessary.

In other math groups we worked on long division. This math skill has been mastered by
most. Itis a difficult process with multiple steps. We will continue to practice the con-
cept of division and master the meaning of the steps. DIVIDING, MULTIPLYING, SUB-
TRACTING, and BRINGING DOWN the next number.

The third math group worked on area and perimeter. They did a great job of figuring
out the area of a swimming pool, and the area of the walkway surrounding a swimming
pool using multiple steps in their problem solving approach. They are moving on now to
representing fractions as a decimal.

All groups have been working on mastery of math facts and taking timed math tests.
Nearly everyone has shown improvement each week. The few that have not shown
steady improvement recognize it is because they are not practicing their math facts.
Please practice math facts on Tuesday nights to help with speed and accuracy.

Reading and Language Arts:
Reading groups continue to meet each week to read and discuss books.

The book People of Sparks continues to be our read aloud. We work on identifying fore-
shadowing, story elements, characterizations and vocabulary through this book. Stu-
dents in all the groups are using short stories to enhance our learning in other subject ar-
eas. This week we will be reading non  -fiction stories about money and how money is
made.

Wordly Wise Vocabulary:

. The wordly wise vocabulary words are words that should be used A not just memo-
rized. Alexa did a great job this week incorporating her weekly words into her conversa-
tion in the classroom. Encourage your child to use these words each week. When the
book comes home on Monday, post the weekly words on the refrigerator. See if they
can try to use each word at least once throughout the week.

e In January, we began a definition test with these wordly wise words. On Monday, the
words are introduced and discussed in groups. Students have the week to complete
activities in the workbook. | do not expect all activities to be completed. We read the
story containing the vocabulary together and discuss the questions following the story. |
do not expect the students to write out a response to each of these questions. | feel our
discussions of the stories and questions cover the skills adequately.
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The Legacy Project

| will continue uploading pictures and scanning pictures. | didn't realize that

most people did not have a scanner for pictures, so this process is taking con-
siderably more time over the weekends than | ever thought. Students worked

on timelines this week and ordering their events. Most of you have helped

your c¢child with a few notesé i f you ha
lowing information, please send in to school the following:

e The name of the Legacy person in correct spelling
e The place they were born spelled correctly

e Maiden name spelled correctly if this applies

e Other family member names and their spellings

dondt want anyone to get a book that

Reminder: Legacy Project SHARING DAY MUST BE
MOVED FROM APRIL 4th.

| will need to move this more toward the end of April, but do not have a date
as of yet. | will let you know as soon as | check the schedule of the Academy
and Minds in Motion. | am sorry for any inconvenience this may have caused.
Please email me if you have any questions or concerns about the dates.

Homework for next week:

Monday: Reading assignment and Wordly Wise words come home
Tuesday: Math practice... timed test on Wednesday
Wednesday: Ohio Book to come home 0 student assignment
Thursday: Study wordly wise vocabulary for spelling and meaning.
Test on Friday.




On Thursday we will be having a Valentineos
change. Safe treats include skittles, starburst, candy hearts, sweettarts, smarties, nerds and
dum dums. Students are welcome to share a non -food treat if they care to, like erasers, pen-
cils, superballs, etc.

Class List:

Trev, Nicholas, Matthew, Nathaniel, Dylan, Paul, Grace, Alexa, Christina, Erika, Emma, Ellie,
Julia, Madelynne, Sydney, Hannah

Please keep Mrs. Rigsby in your thoughts and hope for a speedy recovery. We will miss her
talents over the next few weeks while she is recovering from her emergency surgery.

100 piece puzzle competition

~

M\

Mr. Melvin making pizza with the class.
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