
This week we finalized our comparisons about the 13 colonies and the settle-

ments of Jamestown and Roanoke.  We  discussed how the founders of 

these colonies impacted the goals and outcomes of the colony.  These colo-

nies will become the early states of the United States...we will continue to 

learn about them as we discover the events leading up to the American 

Revolution.   

This week we began our study of the election and the election process.   

We discussed that congress is made up of Senators and Representatives.  

 We learned about the Electoral College and how it works in the election.  

 We learned how each state has a number of electoral votes (that num-

ber is determined by the number of senators plus the number of represen-

tatives)  

 We compared the number of electoral votes of each state and dis-

cussed where the candidates have been spending most of their time 

campaigning in this past week.  

We talked about how the candidate could win the popular vote, but lose 

the election.  I compared this to the WORLD SERIES.  A baseball team may 

end up having more homeruns in the total series of games, but lose the world series because the 

winner is the one that won the most games, not the team that got the most runs.  It is also the 

candidate that wins the most states, not the candidate that wins them most total votes.  

We learned the qualifications to be a president.  

We investigated the data about the previous presidents and found the presidents that had  fa-

thers who were  also presidents.  We found the president with the shortest term and the presi-

dents that had died in office.  

We looked at VOTER TURNOUT 

data and learned that usually 49 -

63% of those qualified to vote ac-

tually vote.  (A SAD COMMENTARY 

ABOUT ELECTIONS). 

We will continue to investigate the 

election process from now until No-

vember 4th.  
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We practiced writing creative sentences this week using the Smartboard and a coordi-

nate chart.  Students used interactive dice on the Smartboard and rolled numbers.  They 

then located the word at those coordinates on a grid.  These words were then used to 

create a sentence.  For example, if they rolled 6, and 1, the words they found at those co-

ordinates could be  (grandfather clock) and (White House).  They then needed to prac-

tice writing a creative sentence using those words.  

They enjoyed this form of practice.  Now that this has been introduced, we will expand 

upon it by having three dice and having to add parts of speech to this exercise. (Next 

time it could be grandfather clock, White House, adjective ).   

 

We wrote about cooperation, a time that it may have been difficult to cooperate and 

what things were tried to help make the situation easier.  

Spelling words all had prefixesé we are working on decoding harder words by taking off 

the prefixes and determining the root word.  This is beneficial to learning word meaning 

too.  

In math, we worked on the conversion of measurements ð inches to feet, feet to yards,  km 

to m and m to cm.  We worked on addition and subtraction with these units of measure-

ment.  The metric system is much easier to work with than our units of measurement.  We 

need to continue to practice the concept that  2feet 9 inches plus 3 feet 8 inches would 

total 6 feet 5 inchesé several students want to regroup once they hit 10, but this does not 

apply to inches and feet or feet and yards.  We will continue to practice adding these units 

of measurement and regrouping every time we get 12 inches, and regrouping every time 

we get 3 feet.  We will use hands -on opportunities to help solidify this concept.  

 

Homework for the week:  

MONDAY:  We will be learning suffixes this weeké last weekõs words had prefixes.  Spelling 
words are unit 7 under spelling on my website.  WE WILL HAVE THE SPELLING TEST ON THURS-

DAY because of beggarõs night.  Practice words by writing them on LINED paper and un-

derlining the suffix.   

TUESDAY:  Practice mathé try this website if you would like 

http://oswego.org/ocsd -web/games/mathmagician/maths1.html  

WEDNESDAY:  Study spelling words ð write a paragraph using at least 10 of the words.  Be 

sure to spell them correctly.  Remember ð this is homework and it needs to be completed 

neatly.  Study these words for test on Thursday.  

THURSDAY:  Trick or Treaté. I will be sending a care package to Iraq, if anyone 

wants to Trick or Treat for the Troops, just bring in your excess and I will mail it 

off  this weekend.  I know they will appreciate it. (  no homework)  
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