On Monday, students were greeted and handed a packet of skittles. They
were excited, as usual, to get a candy treat. However, this treat had
some strings attached to it, or should | say taxes.

They were colonists, and | was the Queen of England 0 | liked this role!!!

They had to give me three skittles if they were wearing sneakers...only one

if they were wearing boots. (They quickly pointed out that it was gym day

and no one was wearingboots fi-hahahahaé what a for
the queen!) Socks were taxed three skittles, jewelry was taxed two skittles,
owning a pencil was taxed three skittles and whatever was leftover d they
could keep.

Whoa, you should have seen the outrage! Indignant little colonists they
were!lll  They asked what | was going to do with the skittles, they actually
thought | was going to pass them back out to them...sure, that is how

taxes worked back then. No fi -they were for the Queen. | added them to
my wealth.

They quickly understood how the colonists felt about being taxed on eve-
rything. We then explored the O0Mystery Trunk?o.

Students had to write in their journals what they] th
from candy, (wishful thinking after the skittle tax problem, to old fashion clothes, to corndogs???
Hummmm. Il dm not so sure about the corndogs, but |wha
some tea bags, a two dollar bill, an old stamp, and

We investigated what these items could mean to the American Revolution.

We learned about the French and Indians 0 how they fought together against the British.
We learned how this cost Britain a large amount so they decided to tax the colonists.

We learned about the stamp act and put a copy of the stamp in our lapbooks. (These were in the
trunk.)

We learned about the repeal of the stamp act and the Townshend Acts.

We | earned how the British East I ndia Company cou
Partyéo.

o

I't was quite a messé the result was the Declarati|on
tion.

We saw the Schoolhouse Rock videos of NO MORE KINGS, THE SHOT HEARD ROUND THE WORLD,
and FI REWORKS. I remember these from when | was
use the link on my website under American History.
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‘Language Arts I

We worked on an ABC of the American Revolution. We brainstormed ideas for the letters
and wrote about significant events of the Revolution . There were many great ideas. Stu-
dents also wrote about the Tea Party. They did a great job with these writings.

We worked on Wordly Wi se wordsé unit three
The key to learning these vocabulary words is to put them into usable vocabulary. When
the words are introduced in the cl assroom,
pect the students to use that definition. | want them to use the word in relation to them-
selves. When the words are introduced, | want them to be able to pronounce the word
correctly and then to use it correctly in a sentence, or give me an example of the word. It

is helpful to use the word with connection to our classroom. If the new word is ambition

and they dondt know what it means or have
to what we do at school helps bridge the word from unknown to understood.

John McCain and Barack Obama had strong ambitions for being president of the United
States. We are currently reading the  novel FIGHTING GROUNDby AVI.

The hardest part about teaching vocabulary is finding out what they think the word

means. If they are correct fi great! If they are incorrect 0 then the definition they have in
their head needs to be replaced with the correct definition and this can only be done by
using it in a meaningful way. Practice these words at home by using them with your child.
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Math This week our math was a bit different. We applied some measurement skills
in the creation of mobcaps for the girls. What does this have to do with
math? Plenty!

First everyone got a full sheet of the newspaper. They were instructed to fold it in half, then in half
again. We discussed that the newspaper was now folded in quarters. Students had to find the cor-
ner where the two folds intersected. From this corner, they had to measure nine inches on each of
the edges of the corner. (This proved interesting d you might think that was not a huge task to ask,
but some did not start at the corner and measure up nine inches, so their measurement was off,
some measured from the end of the ruler to th
really measured three inches, and others used
measurement activity! Practical application of measurement skills. Someone even said they could-
nét do it because their numbers were on the wr
ways easy!!!l) Once we tackled the measurements on the sides, we then measured nine inches
from the corner all the way from edge to edgeé
an arc...the result after they cut this nine inch arc was an eighteen inch circle. The frustration of all

the problems measuring were smoothed over by the ooohs and ahhs when they opened up their
newspaper to discover they made a perfect 186
they applied this skill to a twenty inch fabric square. They were much more successful. Then they
needed to measure in three inches from the edge and punch holes for stringing. We needed an

even number of holes to make sure that the string remained on the outside. The result was mob-

caps generated by math skills. See the pictures on page 4.
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Additional Activities I

Monday and Tuesday went by SO0O00Oo0o000 qui ckl
cess on Tuesday. I was reminded that they wa

Is

somehow these colonists are trying to revol t 7%

We worked on a colonial style rug. Each student had a hand in braiding the strips of fabric
to help make this colonial style rug. One of the young colonists asked for the recipe so
they could make one at home. | will send DIRECTIONS for them to try it at home later.

We learned on 11/11 about Veterans Day. Students learned who is a veteran, why we
celebrateon1l -11 at 11amé.

We learned about the Declaration of Independence, about patriotic songs, and what a
Yankee Doodle is.

Students sampled a variety of different flavored caffeine free teas. They liked the raspberry
the most and the cherry flavored the least.

This week was great. They absorbed so much information about the American Revolution.
They worked on the ABC book and knew so many facts about this time in early American
History. It was great to see their excitement over learning history, and sort of bringing it
alive. At the recess time, they were playing games using their imaginations and pretend-
ing they were back in the colonial ti mes. T H
in the effort to make this possible, | know it is more work than just putting their uniforms on,

but it really added to their enthusiasm about the subject. On Friday, here are two of the
comments | heardé o0Thank you Mrs. MacDonal d,
so much fun at school today, | even forgot it

Lapbooks came home on Friday, please return these on Monday. We will keep them to-

gether and return all subject lapbooks at the end of the year.

Homework for the Week

Monday: Wordly Wise Unit4 - complete exercise 1 -2
Tuesday: Math practice

Wednesday: Assigned reading (new books this week)

Thursday : Study Wordly Wise for a vocabulary
test.
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What a Fantastic Week!

Look on the website under Co-
lonial Immersion to see more
pictures.
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