
This was an incredible week.  We got off to a speedy start.  It seemed like we 
just took a short break from last year and jumped right back into our educational 
progress.  We were lucky to have four new studentsðAlex, Lauren, Tori and 
Mitchell joined us.   
We began a study of the Rainforest.  We reviewed where the equator is located 
and discussed how the rainforests of the world are like jewels on the belt of the 
equator.  Students chose animals of the rainforest and used resource books to 
find information about the chosen animal.  We discussed how to set up the brief 
report and what information to find.  
This information included what the animal would eat, what layer of the rainforest 
it would call home and other interesting facts about this animal.  Students also 
created this animal out of construction paper.   
We discussed the four layers of the rainforest: the forest floor, the understory, 
the canopy, and the emergent layer.  We discussed the characteristics of each of these layers. We 
began work on our lapbooks and labeled a plant and an animal that could be found on each of these 
layers.  We took notes on an informational video about what can be found ñBeneath The Canopy of 
the Rainforest.ò  This week we will discuss animal and plant adaptations.  Ask your child what they 
learned about the rainforest this week. 
 

This week I  began our first read aloud ð The Mystery in the Amazon Rainforest.   Throughout the 

school year I will read stories to the class.  You may wonder  WHY, if they can read for them-

selvesé here is why: 
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author Jim Trelease in his book The Read Aloud Handbook: 

"Reading aloud is a commercial for reading. ...Think of it this way: McDonald's doesn't stop advertising just 
because the vast majority of Americans know about its restaurants. Each year it spends more money on 
ads to remind people how good its products taste. Don't cut your reading advertising budget as children 
grow older." 

Reading aloud to children helps them develop and improve literacy skills -- reading, writing, speaking, and listening, And 
since children listen on a higher level than they read, listening to other readers stimulates growth and understanding of 
vocabulary and language patterns.  

The books that I choose help reinforce our language arts mini-lessons on foreshadowing, setting, characters, inferences 
and much, much more.   



In math, we formed some preliminary math groups for our Singapore Math work, 

but our groups will be subject to change.  We will be taking math timed tests this 

coming week.  Fluency of math facts is a required skill of the intermediate class.  

This foundation is very important to future math success.  It is a core to every math 

program.  Students must know what 3x4 equals in order to attempt 323 x 4.  Please 

work with your child at home on building math fluency of addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division facts.  Five minutes per night  is suggested for those that 

are a bit rusty on t heir math facts.  
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We began our school year 

with the word Responsibility.  

We talked this week about the responsibilities in the classroom, including the reading loft, 

responsibilities on the playground and responsibilities in the lunchroom.  I read a book to the 

class about our responsibilities to each other.  The book is Have You Filled a Bucket Today.     

 

This book uses the metaphor of  bucket filling and bucket dipping to describe the effects of  

our actions and words on the well being of ourselves and others.    It illustrates how our acts 

of kindness, appreciation and helpfulness can fill the bucket of others and keep our 

(invisible) bucket full. It also addresses how unkind words, actions and bullying can dip into 

the bucket of someone else.  It is a great message and one we will continue to think about 

as the year progresses.  

Here are some things you can do to support the idea that being a responsible person 

makes us feel good about ourselves and makes other people respect and appreciate us.    

Talk with your children about responsibility. Tell them that responsibility isn't just doing 

chores, it's following through on commitments, answering for their own actions, being re-

liable and trustworthy, using good judgment, taking care of their own affairs, and not 

procrastinating. Let them know that these are signs they are growing up and can be 

trusted with greater freedom.  

 "Catch" your children making a responsible choice or behaving in a responsible man-

ner. Tell them how much that means to you.  

  Try to "forget" past failures at being responsible.  

After reading Have You Filled a Bucket Today?,  I asked the class to write about ways that 

there bucket gets filled or emptied.  Through this assignment, I worked on assessments of 

listening skills, and writing skills.  Students were instructed on how to set up their papers ð 

where their name and number should go on the filler paper, that the holes should be on 

the left, and given a writing prompt.  The writing should have answered the question and 

stayed on that subject.   

We reviewed writing skills on Thursday and discussed how to have a strong opening sen-

tence, supportive details and a conclusion so that our writing doesnõt fly around the room 

like an untied balloon.  The second attempt on this writing assignment was much more suc-

cessful.  This year, we will work on developing strong writing skills.  

Character Education  



We learned about types of writing and discussed our literary journals that we will be creating this 

year.  The types of writing we learned about were:  

Persuasive 

Informative  

Narrative  

Descriptive  

We will be collecting samples of each of these types of writing as well as working on writing  exam-

ples of each.  

We discussed how reading is all around us ð from a movie ticket, or cereal box, instructions to a 

DVD player or a political adé we read all day long, 

We brainstormed examples written material that persuades, informs, tells about, or describes 

something.   We came up with newspapers, post cards, emails, car ads, and so many more exam-

ples of rich print around us.  

Homework for the week:  

 

Students will be given a list of spelling words this week.  We will review these words at school 

and there will be a test on these words on Friday. We will be working on words with patterns 

and applying these patterns to our daily writing.  

We will continue to learn about the Character Education word: Responsibility  and intro-

duce Uniqueness.  

Tuesday:  Write spelling words ð return them to school Wednesday for Mustang Money  

Wednesday:  Math Practice ðfind a table or graph and bring it to school on Thursday.  

Thursday:  Study spelling words for spelling test on Friday  

 

Friday is our first AM Spotlighté. I hope you can join us. 
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How can you contact me with questions or 

concerns?  

The Academy   

Minds in Motion  

 

Other Information:  
Throughout the week, lessons are rein-

forced by short movies on the website 

BRAINPOP.  These quick five minute 

movies are educational and are fol-

lowed by a quiz on the information pre-

sented.  This gives the chance for audi-

tory learners and visual learners to have 

an additional reinforcement of what I 

am teaching.  This extensive website  

has math, science, language arts, so-

cial studies lessons and much, much 

more.  The format is fun, fast and infor-

mative.  

 

Students took a quiz this week on their 

teacher.  Ask them how they did.  

 

 

Email me at :  

academymacdonald@gmail.com  

I check this each day and will get back with you 

within 24 hours.   

You can also try the school phone :  748 -1991 

 

The Week Ahead  
 

We will be working on writing skills, development of multi-

ple paragraph writing and the use of transitional words.  

We will be graphing, and work on interpreting different 

graphs, reviewing addition and subtraction skills and 

testing on fluency of facts.  We will review place value 

patterns and lines, line segments, and rays.  

We will be working on character, setting and plot.  

We will begin our IDIOM of the WEEK  
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