
On Tuesday of this week, students arrived and were given a handful of colorful 

toothpicks.  They were asked to sort the toothpicks by color and then report 

the number of red, blue, orange, yellow, and green toothpicks that they had.  

We gathered the òdataó on these toothpicksñresulting in 14 numbers for each 

color.  We then had to add these 14 numbers together to get a total for each color.  This provided the 

opportunity to show how grouping these numbers into easier numbers to add would be beneficial.  

(For example, if the numbers were 8, 5, 13, 2, 11, 9, 7, and 7é we reviewed that groups of 10 or 20 

would be easier to work withé so we added 8+2 crossed out those two numbers and made a group 

of 10é then we put 13 and 7 together, crossed them off and now had a 20, we looked for other num-

bers that would group well and put 11 and 9 together ñanother 20 and then 7 and 5 remained so we 

made a 12é this made it much easier to add 10, 20, 20 and 12 to equal 62.)  After we gathered the 

òdataó on the total of each color of toothpick, we added 250 of natural toothpicks (brown) to the 

mix. All this information would be saved and compiled for the graphing we would do in just a bit.  

Now, the math lesson merged into our science lesson.  We reviewed the reports written on animals of 

the rainforest.  We discussed the colors of these animals ð amazing, but all the animals that the class 

chose were the same colors as our toothpicks ð they were orange (the poison dart frog), brown (like 

the capybara, sloth, monkeys and more), green (like the red -eyed tree frog), red, yellow, and blue 

(scarlet macaw).  We discussed how the colors of the animals also related to where they could be 

found in the rainforest...brown animals near tree branches of the canopy or on the forest floor, while 

green animals were plentiful in the canopy or emergent layers.  We discussed how animals have ad-

aptations to their environment and reviewed how they use camouflage or how their color may be a 

warning signal to other animals (the ladybug can be bright red because it is bitter ð the same is true of 

the poison dart frog -color warns.)  

Now science and math blend togetheré we gathered the 508 toothpicks, went outside in the tem-

perate rainforest -like heat and humidity of Tuesday and I tossed the toothpicks into the grass while the 

class closed their eyes.  They then went in search of the toothpicks.  Well, lets just say you may not 

want to go walking barefoot in the area between the school and Eleanor Drive because we could 

not find over 100 of the natural toothpicks and found on average about 1/3 of the other col-

orsé.EXCEPT BLUE.  All the other colors somewhat blended in with our dying grass, some greens, some 

natural browns, a bit yellowish, almost orangey, but blue did not blend in well at all.  The students 

were able to experience what òCAMOFLAUGEó is like and how hard it is to find something when it 

blends into the surroundings.  We discussed how this would come in handy for these animals.  THENé 

science and math separated again and we returned to the classroom, cooled down, reviewed 

graphing, (how and why you would do it) then created the x and y axis of our graph, titled and la-

beled a graph, rounded our data numbers to the nearest 10 and then put the information of the num-

ber of hidden toothpicks and the number of found toothpicks into the graphs. All this before morning 

recess!!! Whew.  Sorting, rounding, graphing, adding multiple numbers, grouping numbers, multiplying 

numbers, determining x and y axis, making a bar graph, and on Wednesday, all this data turned into 

a ratio of found toothpicks to hidden toothpicks and the fraction became a percent.                           

That is a sample of a lesson in our classroom.  
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This week I  began our first red aloud ð The Mystery in the Amazon Rainforest.   Throughout the school year I will read 

stories to the class.  You may wonder  WHY, if they can read for themselvesé here is why: 

In math, we formed some preliminary math groups for our Singapore Math work, but our groups will 

be subject to change.  We will be taking math timed tests this coming week.  Fluency of math facts 

is a required skill of the intermediate class.  This foundation is very important to future math success.  

It is a core to every math program.  Students must know what 3x4 equals in order to attempt 323 x 4.  

Please work with your child at home on building math fluency of addition, subtraction, multiplica-

tion and division facts.  Five minutes per night  is suggested for those that are a bit rusty on t heir 

math facts.  

I already explained a bit of the math that we did in conjunction with our study of the rainforest and with the process 

of gathering data.  But I was gathering some data myself and discovered an area I need you to help me with at 

home.   

One of our goals this year is fluency of basic facts.  Fluency can be defined many ways,  but it is not defined by 

counting out math facts on fingers.  It is time for us to move beyond that and memorize the facts.  

The goal I would like to set for most students is 3 -4 seconds per math problem...see, think, write.  This 

can only be accomplished by practicing the facts and memorizing the facts.  You can practice 

using a deck of cards, dice, websites, or plain old flashcards.  With flashcards, just flash them and 

then pull the ones that are more difficult and practice those each night for a short time. It will 

come soon enough.  I strongly disliked timed -tests as a child in school, so I understand the anxiety 

some may feel.  But, I also realize that without a strong foundation in the facts ñevery other math 

skill becomes more difficult.  

You have to know your letters and letter sounds to read ð you also have to know your addition and multiplication 

facts to do higher level math.  

Help me help your child reach the goal of fluency of math facts by practicing these facts at home.  

 

 

Game Introduction:  
Along with our 

study of place 

value and the 

importance of place value we practiced with an exercise using two dice.  One die was colored and the other was 

white.  The value of the colored die stayed true while the value of the white die changed to  

1=4       4=7 

2=5       5=8 

3=6       6=9 

Then there was a strip with 10 blank boxes.  The number you rolled could be placed anywhere in the boxes but it 

 

 

So a roll could look like the one 

above.  Red dice = 1 and stays a 

had to be in front of a lower number 

or behind a higher number.  The ob-

ject was to fill all ten boxes.  

 

one, white dice is a 6 but = a 9 so I 

could make the number be 19 or 91 

and need to decide where to place 

it in the boxes.  Christina stumped us 

all by placing a 74 in the first box on 

the first turné this made it a very 
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We had our first spotlight on Friday and discussed the character trait of re-

sponsibility.  We worked on showing responsibility in what we do and we prepared for our 

new character trait word...uniqueness.   

At spotlight we acted out the play The Ugly Duckling .  We will be working on what it means 

to be Unique throughout the month of September.  

Character Education  

          



Our writing prompt for the week was about walking past an open door.  This was to help create 

narrative writing pieces.  Students came up with some very creative ideas of where this open door 

was, why they would enter or stay out.  We will continue working on developing written work that 

has a strong opening, supportive details, and a solid conclusion.   

As the year progresses, we will discuss other ways to help make writing more colorful by using dif-

ferent parts of speech in our writing.   

Nouns 

Verbs  

Pronouns  

Adjectives  

Adverbs  

Prepositions  

And Conjunctions  

 MONDAY IS GYM DAY 

 

Monday:  Write this weekõs spelling words. Keep a list at home to study.  Look for the pattern of 
the words so they can be applied to daily writing.  See if you can find examples of other words that 

follow these spelling patterns.  

Tuesday :  Read your mystery ñbe prepared to discuss some of the elements of a mystery ð myster-

ies have characters (sometimes suspects) plot, suspense, clues, and often a distraction to throw you 

off the tracké See if you see any of these elements in the mystery you are reading for class. (This 

does require that the book be brought home.)  

Wednesday ð Math practice ð this is up to you.  Do you need practice with fluency of addition, 

subtraction, multiplication or division?  If so, practice math facts.  If not, then go to my website and 

practice math in a different way.  

Thursday:  Spelling practice for a spell check on Friday.  Write each word in cursive to hand in ñ

we will be taking the test in print and cursive and I will be looking for correct letter formation.  

Issue 3  

Homework  

More Language Arts  

Page 3 

Idioms  

 Every culture has sayings or phrases that can be difficult for outsiders to understand.  This year, students will be intro-

duced to a few of these phrases and how they are used.  This week we began with the phrase: The bigger they are, 

the harder they fall. -Students first came up with what they thought it meant, and then we discussed what this 

phrase really means.  We talked about how the larger more powerful team, or person will have a bigger shock 

when a setback (like a lost game) occurs.  We discussed how idioms can make writing more colorful,  See if your 

child remembers ò Donõt let the cat out of the bag.ó 



How can you contact me with questions or 

concerns?  

 

 

Other Information:  
Mrs. Moore, our PE teacher has some 

information about fall sports to pass on 

to you.  Click here to open an attach-

ment for YMCA Basketball   

Email me at :  

academymacdonald@gmail.com  

I check this each day and will get back with you 

within 24 hours.   

You can also try the school phone :  748 -1991 

The Week Ahead  
 

Next week we will review turning fractions to a percent We 

will be learning about lines, line segments, rays and angles.  

Look around the house for examples of angles.   If possi-

ble, use a digital camera to take pictures of angles 

in your house and estimate the measure of these 

angles.  Bring your pictures to school.  

We will review maps and globes, discuss how maps were 

different prior to 1492 and discuss countries that explored 

routes to the New World.  We will discuss their explorations 

and motivations.  

We will be discussing elements of a mystery, the authors 

craft and point of view. In our study of mysteries, I would like 

the class to play the game CLUE.  If you have a copy of the 

game CLUE for us to borrow, I would appreciate having 3 

copies so everyone has a chance to play . 

 

Can you spot the toothpick?  
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