
What excitement… on Wednesday of this 

week our first newspaper    arrived.  Each 

week on Tuesdays and Wednesdays, each 

student will be receiving a newspaper at 

school.  This week we used the newspaper 

to read about the election. On Tuesday, students were asked 

―What is happening at Stebbins High School and at the Golden 

Lamb today?‖  On Wednesday, they were able to read about 

the Presidential- hopefuls’ visits 

and add a photo to their jour-

nal. 

On Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 

the Dayton Daily News has 

special sections for students.  It 

is their NIE spread.  

(NEWSPAPERS IN EDUCATION)  I have many plans for 

these newspapers.  

We will be learning about current events’ 

We will be interpreting maps, charts, graphs, tables and 

more 

We will be calculating prices using ads and percentage of discount 

We will be spending an allowance in the classifieds 

We will be identifying the who, what, where, when and why 

We will search for parts of speech, spelling words, words that ex-

tend our spelling patterns, and vocabulary words 

We will use weather maps, track temperatures and learn more 

about our chosen states. (See Social Studies) 

We will use the sports section to interpret data and track 

team records. 

 

I am thankful for the opportunity to have a newspaper for each 

child and look forward to the countless educational experiences we 

can have with something as simple as the daily news.  
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Important Dates 

 September 25th par-

ent info night at 

7pm 

 September 26th—

half day, early dis-

missal, 11:45 



This week in math we worked in small groups as well as whole group instruc-

tion. 

We talked about angles: acute, obtuse, right, reflex and straight angles.  We 

looked for examples of these types of angles.  We learned about protractors 

and how to use them to measure an angle.   

We learned about the angles INSIDE a triangle.  These three angles will always 

add up to 180*.  We tested this by making a triangle, tearing off the angles 

and placing them together.  The three angles together formed a straight line.  

This will help determine the degree of an unknown angle if we already know 

two of the angles. 

We worked on parallel lines and perpendicular lines.  We found examples of 

these too. 

We worked on reviewing some mathematical terms. Sum, Difference, Congru-

ent, and what a ―Fact Family‖ is.   

We reviewed basic math and had timed tests in addition, subtraction, multipli-

cation and division.  For this timed test, students were given 2 minutes and 5 

seconds to complete 25 problems.  This would allow for 5 seconds per prob-

lem.  This should be enough time to write a math fact if you know it.  It is also 

almost enough time to ―count on‖ math facts if you choose the larger num-

ber.  These were in the Friday take home folders.  Look these over with your 

child.  If they are not near the goal, a few minutes of practice each night will 

help. The practice can be fun with cards, dice, website games and more… 

but please practice.  Stay positive with your child in your encouragement of 
reaching this goal! 
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This week we talked about the character trait of being unique.  We discussed 

ways that each of us are unique and learned a song called No One Like You .  

We continued to discuss responsibility and I am pleased to say that I am see-

ing great examples of responsibility in the classroom. 

 

For homework this week, students will be writing about someone that they ad-

mire– what are their best qualities and what makes that person unique. 

Character Education  



We worked on several writing pieces this week including a writing prompt about current 

events, a writing prompt about school and a poetry piece about the Rainforest. 

For our poetry piece, students were asked to brainstorm ideas about the Rainforest– how it 

smells, how it tastes, how it looks, and how it feels.  They then composed sentences with 

colorful descriptions about the rainforest.  These writing pieces were fantastic. 

Rules were set before the writing began that the poem could NOT look like this : 

The rainforest smells like something bad.  The rainforest feels like it is wet.  

Instead, descriptive words were needed and prepositional phrases were used.  This re-

sulted in descriptions like: 

The rainforest feels like a toaster with whole-wheat bread. 

The rainforest smells like rotting meat in the pantry. 

 

These colorful descriptions used adjectives and prepositional phrases and enhanced the 

writing pieces.  These will be on display in the hallway. 

 

Reading groups continued to work on mysteries and identified parts of a mystery.  We fin-

ished our first read-aloud—a mystery by Carole Marsh about the Amazon Rainforest.  This 

book helped me model how to identify important story elements such as foreshadowing, 

identifying story plot, discussing character traits, pointing out rising action and a conclu-

sion.  It is also meant to promote interest in reading– there are several other books in her 

series of mysteries. 

Our next read aloud is Blood on the River James Town 1607 .  This book will bridge our next 

unit for social studies… the exploration and settlement of America.   

 

We began learning about early explorations and what was the MOTIVATION for EXPLORA-

TION in the 1500-1600’s.  (Blood on the River James Town 1607  will  reinforce three of the 

motivating forces– searching for gold and precious gems, spreading Christianity, and  ad-

venture.) 

In Social Studies this week, we reviewed map skills and worked on locating the equa-

tor, prime meridian, International Dateline, Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, Arctic Cir-

cle, Antarctic Circle, latitudes, longitudes, and poles.  Then students selected/or were as-

signed when selections were pokey, states to learn about as we go through the year.  Eve-

ryone (except Ellie) has one of the 13 original colonies to learn about and report back to 

the class… they also have three other states to gather research on—this will be an in class 

project and ongoing for the school year.  (We will also use news items for this… students 

with Alaska, Arizona, and Illinois already have information to use because of the candi-

dates we discussed. ) This information will be collected in their state log. 
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How can you contact me with questions or 

concerns? 

 

Other Information: 
On Friday we played the game CLUE 

and had to discover suspects and clues 

to solve the mystery. 

 

You may ask ―Why do you use class time 

to play a game?‖  Many opportunities 

arise for learning in playing board 

games.  This is also a chance for learning 

and practicing social skills.  We need 

more practice on some of these skills.   

Taking turns  

Being a good sport 

How to point out someone else may 

have made a mistake (but doing it in  

a nice way) 

Accepting that others DO make mis-

takes 

Winning graciously, losing graciously 

Informing yourself and others of the 

rules by reading the directions 

 

There are also opportunities for students 

to learn new games they may not play 

at their house, having players available 

to play that they may not have at 

home, and being responsible to put all 

the pieces and directions away so that 

the game can be played another time.  

A HUGE thanks to TREV and the Bran-

denberg family for donating to the class 

a brand new copy of CLUE and CLUE JR. 

to our classroom.  

Email me at :  

academymacdonald@gmail.com 

I check this each day and will get back with you 

within 24 hours.   

You can also try the school phone :  748-1991 

 

The Week Ahead 
MONDAY: Spelling words with a short I long I pattern 

will come home.  We put these words on index cards 

to practice and sort into ABC order.  Be sure to look 

at the variety of ways words are spelled to make 

short I and long I sounds. 

TUESDAY: Explorers and adventurers came across the 

ocean on boats.  They traveled at sea for days, 

months even years.  Pretend that you needed to 

pack your lunch for school for just one weekð no re-

frigerator, no ice, and bring that to school on Mon-

day.  What would you need to bring to supply your-

self for the week.. Make a list that shows what a 

weekõs worth of lunch would look like. (include 

drinksð they will be warm, but better than nothing).  

Remember what you òplanó on bringing would need 

to be brought on a Monday and last with no refrig-

eration until Friday.  (I would really like to DO this, but 

donõt want anyone to get sick or hungry.)Write your 

list down and bring it to class tomorrow. 

WEDNESDAY:  Write about someone that you admire, 

Describe that personõs best qualities and why you 

admire him or her.  (This writing should reflect what 

we have learned about in class.  Opening statement 

that restates what you have been asked. At least 

three supportive detail sentences, then a conclusion. 

The conclusion can restate the opening in a different 

way.  PARENTS:  Do not let your child draw you into 

any drama over this writing assignment.  THEY CAN 

DO IT ON THEIR OWN!!!!  If they are pretending they 

cannot just send me a note in the morning! 

THURSDAY:  Study spelling words.  Practice them in 

cursive!  Last weekõs cursive was beautiful!!!! Spell 

A huge thanks to all those that sent in Clue for our 

class mystery day.  This game is great to discuss 

the elements of a mystery. 

 

We celebrated Lauren’s birthday on Friday!  She 

brought in a mystery book for the class and cloth 

napkins for each child.  Thank you for celebrating 

your birthday  with us!! 

Happy  Birthday!!! 
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